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What is a Junior Attendance Centre?

The Attendance Centre is designed for young people who are currently on a Court order.  It is a structured programme that challenges the thoughts and perceptions that lead young people to negative behaviours and provides skills and tools that will lead to positive changes.

The aim is to provide a safe, community-based programme focused on role-modelling and skills development in an effort to reduce the chance of further conflict with the law.

The Attendance Centre is managed by the Attendance Centre Officer in Charge who is employed by NOMS (The National Offender Management Service)
Background

Young people eligible to receive Attendance Centre Orders are those aged 10 to 17 inclusive who:

· Have been convicted of an Imprisonable Offence, or

· Are liable to committal to custody through failure to pay a financial penalty or otherwise comply with a court order or have failed to comply with any requirement of a Community Rehabilitation Order or a Supervision Order.

An Attendance Centre Order is a community sentence for the purposes of section 6 of the Criminal Justice Act 1991 and as such may be imposed only when the court considers that the offence is serious enough to warrant a community sentence. 

In making an Attendance Centre Order the court is required to specify the centre which the young person is to attend. The court must be satisfied that the designated centre is accessible to the young person having regard to his/her age, and that means of access are available, including the availability of public transport. The maximum travel time should be 90 minutes each way and courts may consider that less demanding travel requirements are appropriate to young attendees. Travelling time does not count towards the completion of the order. 

The maximum length of an Attendance Centre Order is 24 hours for those under 16 and 36 hours for those aged 16 and over. The minimum length is 12 hours. In considering the length of an order the Youth Offending report author should consider the age of the young person, the seriousness of the offence and the risk of further offending. 

The young persons consent is not required before an Attendance Centre Order is made. However successful completion of the order will depend on the willingness of the young person to co-operate.  

Attendance Centre Hours as a Component of a Referral Order, a Young Offender Rehabilitation Order and/or or an ISS (Intensive Supervision & Surveillance) condition
In considering the inclusion of the Attendance Centre as part of any of these orders/programmes, the report author (for court) or Referral Panel should consider the the young person’s suitability for the programme 
The number of hours should not exceed what can be completed activities with in the overall length of the order.
Worcestershire and Herefordshire Attendance Centre

The Worcestershire and Herefordshire Attendance Centre venue is based at the YSS AsYSSt vocational training centre in Carden Street, Worcester, WR1  2AT. YSS provide the venue and a range of staff who are vocationally competent in Construction and Catering skills for NOMS. 

NOMS employ an OIC (Officer In Charge) and an instructor who have the overall responsibility for the Attendance Centre and they manage the attendance of young people and any enforcement/breach issues. They are also responsible for developing the Attendance Centre activity programme that will include victim empathy and offence focused work. YSS vocational trainers support the programme by providing positive activities in relation to vocational skills development in construction and catering. The AsYSSt centre has a fully equipped construction workshop, a commercial café and kitchen plus training rooms, I.T. facilities, Media suite, training rooms and a recreation room.

The Worcestershire and Herefordshire Youth Offending Service chair a local advisory group involving NOMS, YOS and YSS to take an overview of the Attendance Centre’s work. 

The Attendance Centre currently operates every two weeks and usually works with between 10 and 18 young people at a time. These numbers could increase and the centre could become weekly if  there is the demand. At present YSS is also negotiating with NOMS and West Mercia Probation Trust to run a senior centre for 16-24 year olds that would be run in a similar way from April 2012.   
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